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THE CORN
ISLANDS:
SOUTH PACIFIC
ISLES IN THE
CARIBBEAN

These emerald islands oft

the coost of Nicaragua

herve to be experienced to be believed.
It's like finding a Tahiti

on your doorstep —

and even Howard Hughes may be NICARAGUA
making them his future hideaway

ARTICLE BY JAMES WARD

I DECEMBER. 1968 I wroin to Howard
Hughes suggesting that he might be interesied
in Corn lsland, Micarsgua, and Lanica Air-
Tines, the national airline. In Feébruary, 1972, s MANAGUA CORN ISLAND
Howard Hughes left his sanciuary in e Baha- E
mas-al Mew to Manapua, Nicorogun, mstalling
himself an the top Moar af the Managua Intor-
continantal Hotel, Managua is the gateway 1o the q "
Comn lsknds, and it was rumored that Mr. HONDURAS
Hughes was interested in investments there.

| o not knew, of course, il wy leter sparked

gnwarlullllgghu' imu:.rr:_:t }:n H':tuﬁ!,ghu,a anz l:he. DIIE DF ﬂ SERIES ON
letter. But | did receive an ansl::cr rﬂl;'ﬂ‘-l an Iuﬂ'm:t ISlands 1 n the Su n

of Hughes" Enterprises, indicating intersst.

If Mr. Hughes never read my lelter, his sud- {
den interest in Niciraguu and Corn Tsland would scem to be o gigantic coineidence. In any event, if you are secking®
privacy and renlly wont to get away from the cares of the modern world Tor awhile; Corn Island is the place to go.

There nre actially (oo fslandss Great Corn and Little Corn, gight miles apart. They Lie just forty miles ofl the Central 58
American coast, near Bluefields, Nicaragua, and about a thousand miles south, southwest of Miami.

I first ciscovered these islands quite by accident about seven years ago. Iwas flying in o light plane with a missionany
from Puerto Cabezas to Bluefields, when a sudden trupical thundérstorm foreed us off course and out 1o sea Suddenly wes
folnd ourselves oves this beautiful island, and decided ro land for lunch. T immedintely fall in love with the plice aol
have stnce returned many times. [ have fiveld on the island for months at a time and have even bought property thenes
far when 1 retire. -

It i almost impossible (o deseribe the raw, physical beauty of the Com Islands. Lhey more closely resemble the gk
cal islands of the South Pacific than other mlunds i the Caribbean. Located In an diies of high rainfall {more than & hue=S
dred inches a year), the vegetation is lush, green amd Gropicale All tropical planis and fruits hrive in the very feriles
veleanic svil. Bananas, plantins, limes, ovocados, keke, eassava and breadfrmit grow wild. The big island 15 covered wilhy
coconnt palms, growing down to the water's edge at crazy angles. as if Blown by the wind. Little coves with beaches of
white sancd anel patched of black voleanie rocks strawn about, are gently lapped by the crystalclear sea, made culm by
ihe protection of & coral reck on one side of the island.

Although Great Corn Island is inhabited by about 2,000 Iriendly, English-speaking people, there are no paved roads, oo
traftic. no television, no taxis and no telephones on the iland, Except for the daily landing of the |anica aimplane and 8
flie occasional passing of u jeep or motorcyele, you might imngine you were living in the Jost century. The natives pag
ahout their daily taske of harvesting coconuts, making copra and fishing lobster much as they have for hundreds of yearss
Excenl Tor a friendly *Good evening.' in the middle of the afternoon, they don't pay too much attention to visitors, There
are no outstretched palms and there is no commercialism ol any sort.

This has its drawhacks, The tourist who is accustomed to obtaining 3 faxi or anything else he wants with a snap of b
fingers and @ fistful of dollar hills will liave dificulty. adjusting 1o Comn [sland. The visitor 1o Com Tsland must be phes
patred (o Le seli-reliant. 1€ you don't enjoy hiking, you should Bring your awn tratl bike, as transportation can be 4 prob3
lom. If v6u must have your martini or your bourbon before dinner, you should bring your own ingredients as only (hes
local fim and beer is available everywhere. If you plin to spend o day or two on Little Corn lsland, eight miles away. y

;-“iiiﬁuld-'ﬁn'[q-mmping gear and a supply of food fo supplement fish and cOConLL WALer. Cewrniired o page T618
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Ahowe, bnft: Lobster fishing is a principal occupation on slands.

ander sets out o harvest cocanlts an heachirOnL property
Abowe: The islanders bulld and repair their own fishing boats.

{pschasad by the atitisin v Sauthesat Bay, Croat Cecn loland.
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Below, lelt: ltinorant natives wse this abandoned
fuesalage for shelter. Below: Freighier wieck tarhs
iyl spearfishing sitc off Graat Corm I=land

There is one ten-roam hotal on Great
o Island, owned by an American,
three native holels or rooming
The food wvaries from  quite
v not=so-good, and thers is nu
hot water in any of them, but the cold
water is tepid and in this climafe you
don’t really need hol water,
Despite these drawbacks, the rewards
i exploring these islands are great,
There are no towns a5 swoh o Coin
‘igand, bul sather strung out settle-
ments of concentrations of papulation,
the main ones being Brig. Bay, Morth
End and South End. The road that goes
about three quariers of the way around
e tsland 13 oopaved and by sppelclies,
lrocky, sandy and muddy. Tt is fraught
ith the perils of collision with pigs,
chickens, dops and barefoot children.
v walk or & motoreyele ride around
{he istand iz @ good way. 1o spend the
bfirst day. Lhe road goes from the Pluy-
Foco Hotel ou Brig Bay, to Morth End
Whore most of the natives fivel There
will find the Morgan Hotel, run by
faptain  Roberto, Morgan, a retired
Seaman, It fs a good place to stop for a
heer and listen to Captain Morgan spin
b4 few yorns of island Tore.
" The Morgans are one of the larger
inid more prominent families on the is-

fands. and they are often asked if they ANES8 ‘mfﬁiwliﬂ“lﬁ!:- praviding




descendants of the original infa-
pois. pirate, Capraln Henry Morgan.
ey oo not deny i, But actunlly no

EKrowE
Morth End, the road deteriorates

sch bend in the road a5 the scen-
comes. more spectacular. The co-
. pilms becoun: thicker ‘and. grow
i wilder angles over the sea. The
_.. become rockier and the sea
jper. You can see the breakers on the
ger reaf, the wreck of on old fresght-
. und Little Corn Island  beyvomd
Eb-un the road forks and il you stay
|ﬂu- left you can fake & siile trp
n o road that is cut like @ tunnel
migh a profusion of coconul palms
pa plice called Rocky Point, on the
ncln.'hl:.:.u cormer of the island.
the sea js rouph and hreaks with
il foree on the rocks. Tt 15 one of the
beautiful spots on the island, e
¥ of night with a full moon sil-
fmg the crazv-quilt of coconil
and Tighting up the wild sea. The
ers hnve butlt o native dinces hall
the spot called the Rocky Bar,
fhich s open only on Saturday nighls
ad hinlidnys.
'ﬂ:llu.m[ng from Rocky Point Tate vne
femoon, | came upon an old man
¢ the island walking down the road.
fe waid his name was Arthur Downs
il he was eighty-three years old. At
invitntion, he sat down on 'the
pmp of a coconul bee and started to
minisce dfbont his grandfathar’s time,
| spin yarns nhont slaves and pirntes
el buried treasure. All the while, I
§ laking his picture, b 1 do not
nk he realrzed whal 1 was doing or
gl 1l Canern wis far
ter you have familiarized yourself
v the idend as o whole, vou will
hlg want to spend 2 few days skin
fving and cxploring the wrecks around
e lnnd. [he waler is warm and crys-
clear and the spearfishing ia excel

e

i hers i+ no doubt that Corn Island
s o hiding place for pirates, but ta
i knowledge no treasure or buried
Bl has been found yet—probably be-
nohedy has serously looked.

e a wreck. about a quarter
all Walla Poinl. the sonthern paint
ig Bay, where there are numerous
chests and bwo big anchors, in
two [athoms of Water.  Some
m a0, John Cussen, the owner of
jayncoco Hotel on Corn Island,
ing with Johnson, Airbouy diving
ar. raised two of the cannons: and
b of the chests. The chests were
o conlain horseshoe nails of a
FnCil HII.I.IIi.I‘HE[“I -5

cafl Little Com Island, thore i
to be o mysteriows World War
man airplane amder the sen. Na-
vers roised the two propeliors.
I thev can be seen on the little is-
0 today.
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iniviealing day's ‘euting. It takes ahout

ah hour to get there in a little -ﬂﬂi’}-‘
w||h an outbonrd motor. Aboot 200
people live on Little Com and it is
much less develpped than Great Com.
Th:minnumadnlnﬂ:nﬂ:hemawnu
vehicles. IE you want 1o sce the place,
you had better he in shape to do some
hiking.

Tt is perhops strange that nobody
now living on the Corn Islands Knows
the history of the islands. Yho first set-
tled. these islands? And what couniry
governed them in the cenfuries past?
There are indications that they have
been inhabited for perhaps 400 years
by pirates and their slaves.

It seeris that the carlicst mhabitants
of Com Islind were Meiguito and
Cukra Indians from the mainland, who
pstablished, periodically, femporary set-
tlements on the islind. From time to
time they abandoned them, perhaps be-
capse of diseade, or hunger due to crop
failures. In between thets vigits, the is-
lands were uninhabited exccpt for the
occasiopal visit of o picate ship. It s
known that around 1670, a group of
Cukra Indians, after a fight with Eng-
lish pirates in Bluefields, e:capad to
Corn Tsland and established 2 settle-
ment; It is also known that these In-
tians * occasionally, practiced cannibal-
ism. Ume report tells of an unfortunate
piraie it was caplued. cooked and
enten by them, Some years Jater it ap-
pears. that these Indians abandoned
the island, and it was probably shortly
thereafter that the first white man ar-
rived on 1he sland,

In 1776 o 1779, Great Corn I3-
land was vigited for a few days by Lord
Horatio MNelson when be wos a young
officer.

During most of the nineteemh cen-
tury, the siands were under control of
tlnz Biitish, Foi this sexson the island-
ors. speak  English. even though MNie
aragun 15 a Spanish-speaking country.

Life on Comn Tsland js so relaxing,
the pace so slow, that the davs become
woeeks and the weaks become months
before you realize it.

Tt iz easy to see how an infusion of
Howard Hughes' money could change a
place like this overnight. A jet runway
could be built, and resort hotels and
casinos would spring up all around the
island, Or perhaps, he could just buy
all eof Little Corn Island from the
few private landholders and the pov-
ernment, and cstablish a sart of James
Bond-type headquarters  there; an s
land fortress secure from: the outside
whinled.

However that may be. or whatever
the future holds for the Corn Islands, |
lervently hope thil over-commercial-
ization will not min the place, because
|.';u¢:m are vory few places Hke this efl
in the world.
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Only the most fickle of fishermen get
their Gl of fishing. No wonder then
that winter fishing is offen mixed willi
winlcr camping, Tipsp, spear, and
polefishing . through  the iee  nne
centuries-old. The snowmobile has anly
extended  the fisherman's range, and
winler eamping extends his time on the
jee. Bur In some states, stoewnn [ishiog
with fly or spin tnchle is enjoving new
popularity. thanks to the snowmobile.
Winter trout hshing is légal in some
states. The lowly whitefish, often con-
sideped o trash species by summer ang-
lers, s bolh challengivg and tasty in
ey watar,

Snow  camping hag been cafled a
season-exicnder by somé snowmobilers.
This is truc for both ends of winter.
Fall storms often leave enough cover
for snowmobilivg, bul not  cnough
d.:plh for wunrestricted cross-country
tonring.  FEatahlished trails are often
quickly packed to the dirt, uncomion-
ablé to hoth: man and machine. Rather
than punish the spine and spindles with
a [ull diay oo the trail, try a short trip
to o favorite camping area. Thisis nlso
a pood time to get the feel of winter
camping before midwinter (pmperatures
make mistikes dangerons.

Most outdeor enthusiasts konow. that
with the increasing wse. of foresta and
mountains, sirict discipline 5 regqinsed
of those who use and love the out-
doors. Recreational use pressures are
s0 heavy that burving or sinking gar-
bage is sometimes legally, and always
morally, prohibited. Pack it out, all of
jt. That white epgihell dacsn’t show on
the snow but it sore will on the sum-
mer pgrass! The speed and mobility of
the snowmohile carry new responsibili-
ties for the users. Cheek with lecal pane
officinly for information on censitive
calving oF nesting areas to he avoided,
In elimates where snow compaclion
damages ground cover orf threalens
burrowing amimals, use established
trails. In decp suow  climates, vary
l'ﬂul.u.!. and sp:md out to avoid exces-
sive eompactinn, Don't power up bare
slopes even if the mochine will make it
| The spimning track can strip ground
cover and stapl eraswon  patterns that
are irmeversible, Cive winter-weakened
wildlife plenty. of space. A panic run
horns the calories thet might make the
difference in survival. Good outdoor
citizenship by all snowmobilers & the
best protection for the future of the
areas we love. and the  best defeasc
againit the eeities of the sport.

And pow you are on your own, No
crowds. concessionaires and civilizatien
in general 10 bother you. With moderm
cquipment, proper phnning, and com-
mon sense, winter winping  ean elfee
o bn{h ﬂfﬂlﬂ' mﬂ«m‘llluﬂv- i D
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